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“Every child is a different kind of flower and all together they make this world a beautiful garden”



  

Welcome to Priesthills!

While we try to teach our children all about life, our children teach us what life is all 
about” -Angela Schwindt

The Priesthills Nursery has been open since 1984 and has been designed to care 

for children from 6 weeks to 5 years. The general ethos of the nursery is a happy 

friendly environment where each child is encouraged to achieve his or her own 

potential, and where each child is valued as an individual by both adults and their 

peers.

We enjoy an excellent local reputation and take a whole team approach in striving 

to provide ‘the best’ for the children in our care. We believe that the learning 

experiences of children in this age group should be in a safe, homely and 

welcoming environment and should, above all, be fun.

Each of our group rooms is meticulously planned to stimulate each child according 

to their individual needs and interests. The resources and toys within them have 

been carefully selected to support children’s individual development and build on 

their curiosity. 

We are very proud of our well qualified and highly experienced staff team who are 

key to providing a safe, warm, secure and loving environment for your child whilst 

helping them to acquire new skills and abilities along the way.



  

Babies

“Little by little, a little becomes a lot” -Tanzanian Proverb

Our self contained baby room provides a safe and secure area for your baby to 

enjoy the highest possible standards of care in a warm and welcoming 

environment. It is designed to support individual development, which during this 

special time progresses at an amazing rate.

The stimulating toys and interactive displays promote your baby’s sensory 

development and the concept of learning through play. The activities your baby 

will enjoy are specifically chosen to encourage their developing awareness of the 

environment around them and their enjoyment of it. Water and messy play, songs 

and action rhymes, musical toys and sensory time are typical of the daily activities 

enjoyed in the baby room.

Your baby’s social and emotional welfare is of huge importance to us and we try to 

foster a 'homely' atmosphere where the children feel valued. In this age group the 

lowest staffing ratio will be 1 member of staff to 3 children and with our aim of 

mirroring home routines, babies sleep according to their individual care plan, 

many opportunities arise for the children to enjoy 1:1 interactive play with their 

carers.  We welcome children’s favourite comfort items and your child will be 

assigned a key worker who will make every effort to give individual attention to 

promote feelings of comfort and security.



  

Toddlers

“Please excuse the mess, the children are busy making memories”

Our toddler room has been designed with the increasingly sociable and inquisitive 

character your little one is beginning to display in mind. The inspiring setting 

provides lots of opportunities for your toddler to explore their surroundings, 

supporting their individual progress and development as they do so. 

Language development is encouraged through a variety of means including 

supportive non verbal communication, such as signing, facial expressions and 

gestures. Enjoyable interactions with your child’s newly found friends are 

supported by our dedicated staff team. 

A wide range of activities are on offer and we understand that children's individual 

interests and concentration spans will vary, as such, they are able to join in any or 

all of these activities as they choose. Messy play, construction, jigsaws and 

puzzles, imaginative play, outdoor play, music, dance, singing and animated story 

times are typical of the daily activities enjoyed in the toddler room.  

We believe that young children learn and develop skills best when they are well 

stimulated and their curiosity is aroused.  This means that all the activities we 

provide are fun and informal and our daily routine is designed to be flexible and fit 

the spontaneity of each individual child.  Every effort is made to ensure that each 

child is valued and encouraged to fulfill his or her own potential in a safe and 

secure environment.



  

Pre-School

“If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on their shoulders” 
-Abigail van Buren

Our pre-school is organised to prepare your child for school whilst recognising that 

this is an important developmental stage in it's own right. At this stage, children 

are eager to master new and more complex ideas and skills and every opportunity 

is given to enable them to do this at their own pace. 

Our pre-school offers a wide range of resources and activities such as our 

interactive computer table, musical instruments, CD players, social communication 

groups, art and craft areas, construction play, board games, reading corners, group 

times, quiet times, mark making and writing areas and frequently changing role 

play areas. Regular visits in to the wider community include trips to the library, the 

ducks and to perform concerts and deliver harvest gifts to residents at a local 

sheltered housing centre. Children's independence is encouraged through our self 

selection snack bar and self care tasks such as brushing their teeth after meals. 

The children have plenty of opportunities and experiences to help them on their 

way to meeting the Early Learning Goals of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS)*. Our experienced staff team are on hand to support and enhance your 

child's development and to recognise their achievements and the progress being 

made.

*The EYFS sets out the 7 areas of learning and development which guide our 

engagement with your child’s play and activities. Please ask for further details.  



  

The Great Outdoors

“We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty, charm and adventure. There is no end to the 
adventures we can have if only we seek them with our eyes open” -Jawaharial Nehru

We firmly believe that fresh air and outdoor play is an essential part of every 

child’s day and helps to establish a positive attitude towards a healthy and active 

way of life. 

We have a fantastic outdoor play area which is designed to be accessible all day 

every day, enabling experience of all the elements and seasons. The bridge and 

tunnel and large play equipment promote children’s gross motor skills such as 

balancing, jumping and reaching. The covered area features activities such as mud 

kitchens and sand pits, building blocks, books and fairytale small world toys. The 

play house is set up with it's own kitchen and lounge, encouraging role play and as 

it is completely covered in is able to be used whatever the weather. 

Various equipment from bikes and trikes to hoola hoops, bean bags and balance 

beams enable children to acquire new skills and build confidence as they have the 

freedom to explore and be active. Our sensory area is enjoyed by children of all 

ages and our vegetable patch provides the children with the opportunity for 

planting and growing their own fruit and vegetables which they can then enjoy 

eating later in the year. The bug house and wormery provide children with the 

opportunity to explore the natural world around them. 



  

Sensory Room

“Childhood is a journey, not a race”

Our sensory room provides a relaxing and calming environment for children of all 

ages and abilities and has many benefits for children with special educational needs. 

Allowing children time to relax is beneficial for their emotional health and well being, 

giving them a chance to explore their feelings and take in the environment around 

them. 

All children benefit from using the sensory room to develop fundamental sensory 

skills, the resources available also help children to improve hand/eye co-ordination, 

develop their language and social and emotional skills, reduce tension, improve 

concentration and are a source of lots of fun and enjoyment. The sensory room is 

particularly helpful for children with sight or hearing problems and is extremely 

valuable for children with autistic spectrum disorders.



  

Quality of  Care

“Life affords no greater responsibility, no greater privilege than the 
raising of the next generation” -C Everett Koop

Settling in

For each child, we follow a settling in process which is tailored to their individual 
requirements. Your child will be given a chance to bond with their key person and 
become familiar with their new surroundings and form new friends. Short induction 
sessions are offered until your child settles. 

Security

Security and safety are of paramount importance to us. CCTV and a finger print entry 
system accompany rigorous entrance and collection policies. 

Key persons

All children are allocated their own personal key person. This person will be on hand 
to support your child and his or her family, building a special relationship and keeping 
you fully informed of your child’s developmental progress and the learning journey 
that they have embarked upon. We recognise that parents are the first educators of 
their children and we encourage parents and carers to talk to us openly. Your key 
person will be on hand to answer any questions that you may  have. They will help 
your child to become familiar within their new environment and more importantly to 
feel confident and happy. This relationship ensures that there is a free flow of 
information regarding your child, helping us to enhance their development at nursery 
to support them in achieving their fullest potential. 

Special Educational Needs

We are committed to supporting all children to learn at a pace and level reflective of 
their individual abilities. We work closely with other professionals to support 
individual children's learning. 



  

Nutrition

“Take care of your body, it's the only place that you have to live in”

All of our home made meals and snacks are prepared daily on site. We provide a 

healthy and nutritionally balanced menu, utilising the Nutmeg nutrition analysis 

software. Menus are displayed weekly in the foyer and each season offers a new four 

weekly array of foods consisting of a selection of the freshest seasonal fruits and 

vegetables, nutritional snacks and refreshments with a daily vegetarian option also 

being offered. 

Between 07.30 and 09.00, breakfast is served and includes  options such as cereals, 

toast with a variety of spreads, fresh fruit, yoghurt and fruit juices. Lunch is served at 

12.00, examples of lunches include fisherman’s pie with fresh vegetables and roast 

dinner with all the trimmings. Puddings range from home made peach crumble to 

fresh fruit salad. Afternoon tea is served at 15.45 and the menu features lots of 

children’s favourites from home made pizzas, to scrambled egg and soldiers.

At snack times the children enjoy a variety of fruits, crudités, bread sticks, crackers, 

cheese and dips. Milk and juice are offered at snack times and water is available all 

day and accessible for the children to pour and drink as and when they wish.



  

Testimonials

“Priesthills is an amazing nursery which my daughter adores going to. They are 
amazing with the kids and have the patience of saints.”

“In the year that L has attended nursery he has erupted into a funny, engaging, 
energetic and brilliant little boy and someone who is going to develop into a 
excellent young man, this is in no small part due to the excellent care and attention 
he receives at Priesthills Nursery. My true wish is that I could spend every single day 
with L, but in order to make living this just isn't possible. In my humble opinion, I 
could not think of anywhere else I would like L to spend his day if not with me and 
my wife.”

“…they look after J so well and I can go to work with an easy mind.”

“My children love this nursery and so do I, I wouldn't want them to be anywhere else 
whilst I am at work. The staff are amazing, dedicated, loving and caring, my girls are 
thriving, they have so much fun and learn so much when they are there. They do lots 
of fun activities and play in the garden everyday when the weather allows. The food 
is lovely and the atmosphere is homely and warm, it really is the best nursery!”

“Nothing is too much trouble. Nursery is all G talks about he loves going. I know he is 
safe and very well looked after.”

“I have trusted the care of both my daughter's to Priesthills. My first daughter 
enrolled at 6 months and our second at 3 months. Their attention to individual care is 
second to none. Our second daughter has needed a bit more attention but this has 
not affected the time with all the other children. They have supported me to the 
extent that it's almost an extended family helping. All the staff deserve to be 
awarded and recognized as the best...thanks”

“Excellent quality of nursery, qualified and sympathetic staff”

“Teaching kid's to count is fine, but teaching what counts is best” -Bob Talbot
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“Sometimes the littlest things take up the most room in your heart” - Winnie The Pooh


